
 
 

 
8th Johann-Joseph-Fux Competition for Opera Composition 

presented by the Province of Styria 
 

OBJECTIVES  
 

Encouraging the composition of new works of music drama as well as promoting the performance of 
contemporary operatic works as an important element of our students’ vocal training. Supporting the most 
talented young composers, i.e. by commissioning the composition of two music drama works (one-act operas), 
with a running time of max. 50 minutes, which will premiere at the University of Music and Performing Arts 
Graz/Institute Opera. 

 

The Johann-Joseph-Fux Competition for Opera Composition is organised by the University of Music and 
Performing Arts Graz (KUG) as an invited competition. The prize-winning composers are awarded the Johann- 
Joseph-Fux Opera Composition Prize presented by the Province of Styria and, in further consequence, they are 
commissioned to compose a music drama work. This competition is structured in 3 stages. 

 

With Klangforum Wien as the “Ensemble in Residence” for the chair “Performance Practice in Contemporary 
Music (PPCM) instrumental”, the very special Composition Faculty, and with teachers covering music drama 
and singing – in particular the newly introduced “Performance Practice in Contemporary Music (PPCM) vocal” 
course, KUG can count on a group of artists who team up to form the jury chaired by the responsible rectorate 
member and complemented by external experts. This jury, which has a profound knowledge of the 
contemporary music and composition scene, invites promising composers drawn from the younger generation 
(age limit: 40 years) and resident in Europe to take part in the competition. Composition students are not 
admitted.  

 
Realisation of the work will involve students of the University of Music and Performing Arts Graz, and this must 
be taken into account by the composers. Dialogue between composers and performing artists should begin at 
an early stage in the process of composition. 

 

CONDITIONS AND EXECUTION OF THE COMPETITION 

 
Stage 1: 

 
The jury indicates a number of composers who will be invited to take part in the competition. Preconditions are 
that they have their residence in Europe, that they were born after April 16, 1979 and that their compositional 
work within the last few years has drawn attention. Composers currently studying at a college/university are 
excluded from participation.  

 
Invited composers will be requested to submit the following documents and, by participating, to confirm the 
planned competition schedule:  

 
Compositions: two scores, at least one work including vocals; and one audio CD, if possible with recordings of 
the submitted scores. The entries shall reflect the current compositional work of the composers. Also to be 
submitted is an initial, basic idea for a work of music drama - a one-act opera with a running time of approx. 50 
minutes, an outline plot including proposed libretto: a. Literary basis – if so, which? Or b: New text: if so, who 
will write it? 



 

The composer affirms that he/she is the sole originator of the composition. Furthermore, he/she affirms that 
he/she is entitled to use of the proposed libretto and all rights to the libretto, particularly copyright. Where 
third party rights to the libretto exist, the composer shall obtain these rights in the name of the University of 
Music and Performing Arts Graz. In the event that third parties make a claim against the University of Music and 
Performing Arts Graz relating to infringement through exploitation of transferred rights to the works, 
particularly the libretto, the composer shall fully indemnify and hold harmless the University of Music and 
Performing Arts Graz. 

 

Submission deadline: April 15, 2020 
 
Stage 2: 

 
From the entries submitted, the jury chooses six candidates who are to develop their basic idea into a concept 
for the complete work, i.e. the complete libretto, a scene with a length of at least 5 minutes with a complete 
score (including instrumentation). In consultation with the competition office and the jury, clearly defined tasks 
will be agreed, relating to singers, instrumentalists, instruments and stage equipment, with the aim of 
guaranteeing the ability to execute the performances in the setting of the university.  

 

For the development of their works, the composers shall receive a gross remuneration of € 2,500, subject to 
deductions for tax etc. 

 

Submission deadline: October 31, 2020 

 
Stage 3:  

 

From these six concepts the jury will choose two prize winners who will be commissioned to finish their works – 
taking into account any additional conditions defined by the jury to achieve the realistic ability to execute 
performances in the university setting with students.  
 
In this phase, importance is attached to communication and dialogue between the composer and the body* 
responsible for implementation. Workshops with the participants are planned in this phase. 

 

The prize winners shall grant the University of Music and Performing Arts Graz non-exclusive and 
comprehensive spatiotemporally and factually unlimited permission to use without payment their compositions 
in accordance with sections 14 to 18a of the Austrian Copyright Act (Urheberrechtsgesetz), created in the 
framework of the 8

th
 Johann-Joseph-Fux Competition for Opera Composition. In the event that third parties 

make a claim against the University of Music and Performing Arts Graz relating to infringement through 
exploitation of transferred rights to the works, particularly the libretto, the composer shall fully indemnify and 
hold harmless the University of Music and Performing Arts Graz. 

 

The premiere performance of the works shall be reserved for the University of Music and Performing Arts Graz. 
The sequence will be defined by the KUG. In the event of the composition being excessively long, the KUG 
reserves the right to edit it. 

 

For the commissioned composition, the composers in this stage shall receive gross prize-money of € 8,000 each, 
subject to deductions for tax etc. In the event that a prize-winner’s work is not amenable to performance by 
students of the University, the University reserves the right not to stage a premiere performance. 

 

Submission deadline for the full score as well as the individual scores for each instrument and voice, the piano 
reduction and the electronic approximation: October 31, 2021 

Planned premiere of one piece in cooperation with ORF musikprotokoll: October, 2022 
Planned premiere of the second piece in cooperation with ORF musikprotokoll: October, 2023 



By submitting their applications, potential participants in this competition accept the conditions and the time 
schedule of the competition. 

*This body is made up of those responsible for directing and musical implementation as well as those 
responsible for the PPCM studies - instrumental and vocal areas 

JURY 

Responsible rectorate member for art (Chairperson): Elisabeth VON MAGNUS  

Franck Bedrossian, professor for composition at KUG 
Holger Falk, professor for Lied and oratorio at KUG, „PPCM Vokal“ 
Clemens Gadenstätter, professor for composition at KUG 
Wolfgang Hattinger, music director of several Fux composition competition premieres 
Dimitrios Polisoidis, Klangforum Wien, „PPCM Instrumental“ 
Olivier Tambosi, professor for music drama KUG, stage director 
Albrecht Thiemann, responsible editor „Opernwelt“ 
Elke Tschaikner, chief curator ORF musikprotokoll; head of music department at Ö1 

 
CAST  
 
Voice Cast 
max. 4 singers (following consultation with the jury) 
max. 1 narrator 
no additional choir, no countertenor 
 
We would like to point out that the production will be performed by young singers with classical vocal training. 
So, the composition should only be for appropriate voice types (no dramatic voice types). 

Instrumentation (8-17 instrumentalists) 
Maximum: 
2 violins 
1 viola 
1 cello  
1 double bass  
1 flute (piccolo, alto flute, bass flute) 
1 oboe (English horn) 
1 clarinet (B-clarinet, E-flat clarinet) 
1 sax (S-sax, A-sax, B-sax) 
1 bassoon (contrabassoon) 
1 horn 
1 trumpet 
1 trombone 
1 piano (celesta, synthesizer) 
2 percussion instruments 
1 accordion 

The indicated instruments and variant instruments must always be played solo only. Basically, the use of 
amplifiers, live electronic and recordings is possible. The concrete ideas for realisation are to be harmonised 
with KUG’s Institute of Electronic Music and Acoustics (IEM) at a later stage of the competition. 


